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Throughout the month of January we celebrate the season of Epiphany. 
It is sometimes called the season of light, because the light of God was 
born and now shines in the darkness of our lives. As I think about the light 
shining in our darkness that is Epiphany, I hear the words written in the 
Manual on the Liturgy, "a time for an emphasis on world missions." We are 
called as Christ´s disciples to be a light to the world. We are now the 
Epiphany light that shines in others darkness. In the bleakness of the 
winter of January perhaps we should focus our attention on others 
throughout the world and think about world mission. There are many ways 
to be the light to the world, synod benevolence, contributions to charitable 
organizations, prayer, and a variety of other ways. The Christ child was 
born to bring light into the world, and now through the Epiphany season 
we are reminded that we too are the light of the world, shining brightly so 
that others may find Christ. 

 

Peace, 
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"The Epiphany season serves as a bridge between the birth of Jesus and his passion. 
The season begins with an ancient celebration that originally drew together several 
themes: the birth of Jesus, the coming of the Magi, his baptism in the Jordan, his first 
miracle at Cana in Galilee. In the west, the Epiphany came to be associated with the 
Magi alone, who were seen to be the representatives of the nations who come to 
worship Jesus. So the Epiphany season in Lutheran practice has often been a time for 
an emphasis on world missions." 
Manual on the Liturgy pg. 23 
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Offering statements should be examined carefully 
 
  By the middle of January, member offering statements for 2011 will be  
available for pickup in the sanctuary. 
 
  Even if you do not use this information when you file your federal income tax, 
you should carefully examine your record of giving for the past year and prayerfully 
ask yourself these simple questions: 
  

1. How many offerings did I give last year? 
2, Were there large gaps where I gave nothing to church, even though our 
 ministries continued 52 weeks each year? 
3. Am I faithfully setting aside an offering whether I attend worship or not? 
4. When was the last time I considered a modest increase in my weekly  
or monthly gift? 
 
  Despite having a long list of successful ministries, Trinity’s offerings 

during the past year were far less than we hoped. We need about $3,700 in current ex-
pense gifts each week to fund our modest budget.  

 
 If you examine the weekly offering report on page two of your bulletin, you 

know we only exceeded that target figure a few times in 2011.  
 
 As is stated in Deuteronomy 16, “Each of you shall bring such a gift as he 

can in proportion to the blessing which the Lord your God has given you.” Please 
keep this very important verse in mind as you evaluate your offering record.  

 
 If your worship attendance and offerings were inconsistent, don’t forget 

about the Simply Giving opportunity, which we promoted heavily in November 
and December.  

 
 This is program enables our members to have their offerings electronically de-

ducted from their bank accounts. Please give this some serious consideration if you 
have difficulty attending worship services on a regular basis.  

 
 And finally…We still have plenty of offering envelopes available for our 

members. If you are one of the people who have not used envelopes in past years, we 
encourage you to contact the church office if you’d like a box for 2012. 
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NCD Progress and Update 
by 

Lisa Bradley 

 
Nearly a year ago, Trinity embarked on the beginning stages of the Natural Church 
Development process. After the initial survey and results were compiled, our congre-
gation´s minimum factor for growing our church was identified. Passionate Spiritu-
ality was determined to be the area of emphasis and concern. After completing a 
church wide input activity, our NCD coach, Pastor Tim Knauss, directed our Church 
Health Team to organize and implement an intense Bible Study effort. As the end of 
summer approached and the team looked forward to starting this in the fall, a series of 
unexpected emergencies impacted our targeted fall timeline. Needless to say, the wa-
ter damage to key areas of our church building became paramount and some other 
events, VBS, the annual picnic, the special anniversary celebration, and fall family 
dinner became immediate priorities. 
NCD is an exciting process with highly successful results when done properly. 
Our Bible Study effort is a huge undertaking that requires much legwork, fore-
sight, and organization. As the 2012 New Year begins, our Church Health Team 
will be looking forward to doing all it can to provide Bible Study sessions that will 
meet the needs of our congregation. To that end, the team will make every effort to 
provide flexible, opportune meeting times and places that accommodate any interest-
ed participants. The group dynamics will also reflect the desires of those who wish to 
be involved. All of this will require the Church Health Team to make all neces-
sary contacts and arrangements before the groups actually begin. The timeline 
for having this ready to go obviously has to be pushed ahead. Hopefully, our sanctu-
ary and other key areas of our building will be restored during the early months of 
2012 so that we can commence with a solid Bible Study initiative in the spring of 
2012. 
One key fact to remember regarding NCD is that it is an ongoing process that 
evolves in phases over long periods of time. One phase can take as long as 18 
months to 2 years to finish. Also, if we handle NCD properly, we will see our church 
grow in quality and quantity, not just in "Passionate Spirituality," but also in Empow-
ering Leadership, Gift-oriented Ministry, Functional Structures, Inspiring Worship 
Services, Holistic Small Groups, Need-oriented Evangelism, and Loving Relation-
ships. These 8 quality characteristics are used by God to build his church, no 
matter what the Christian denomination. Our Church Health Team looks forward 
to the New Year and getting back to the work of Natural Church Development. 
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Let us begin this New Year by thanking Our Lord for what we 
have. We have our health, even though some have more than 
others. We have our family; again, some have more than others. 
But there is one thing we all have equally and that is our belief 
in God. Let us rejoice this year. If you have been sporadic about 
attending our church services, try to make a strong effort and 
visit HIM more often. 
Now for my usual update on the condition of our church. The 
installation of the French drain, that was approved a few weeks 
ago, has been completed. And that means the renovations in the 
Pastor’s office can begin again. Now that being said, I can tell 
you for a fact that all of this will be welcomed by the Pastor. 
With all the moisture, mold and asbestos being removed, this 
will create a safer and healthier atmosphere. 
The work in the lounge is progressing nicely. All the paneling 
and ceiling has been removed. Drywall material is being used 
and a new ceiling will be installed. A little note on history- the 
lounge was used as a coal bin (way back in the day). The stone 
walls still has the coal dust on them. And the hall outside the 
lounge is being refurbished. 
It sure was nice having Christmas services in the sanctuary. Un-
fortunately, that will be short-lived as we move out again –this 
time for a shorter period of time –as the sanctuary is being 
painted. 
That’s all I have to share for now. Hopefully, you will join us 
soon. Allow Jesus to guide you. 
                                                God Bless, 
                                                Sharon Kutz-Council President 
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A good resolution for the new year: 
Children’s Sunday School should be a family priority  

By Tom Bradley 
 
  January is a time many people make resolutions for the new year. 
 
  For Trinity’s parents who rarely, if ever, send their children to our vibrant Sunday School, 
we hope they resolve to bring their boys and girls to God’s house each week at 9:30 a.m. beginning 
in January. 
 
  Our church is blessed to have dedicated teachers who enjoy sharing Bible stories with the 
children in their classes every Sunday. Our confirmation instructors always report that the boys and 
girls who regularly attend our Sunday School “know their stuff” and are heads and shoulders above 
their classmates who did not take part. 
 
  We offer classes for beginners (toddlers through kindergarten); lower grades (for kids in 
grades 1-2); middle grades (grades 3-4); and upper grades (grades 5-6). 
 
  We hope our enrollment grows significantly in the month ahead. Classes will be in session, 
as usual, on Sunday, January 1. 
 
   
 We salute the parents of the 15 children listed below who achieved perfect attendance 
awards for November. 
 

 Early Childhood Class 
Lucas Bartlebaugh (2) 

Ashlee Daniels (2) 
Caleb Terza (2) 

  
Lower Grades Class 
Logan Bartlebaugh (2) 

Tyler Bennett (3) 
Josh Gutshall (3) 
Lilly Gutshall (3) 

Jacey Kutz (3) 
 

 Middle Grades Class 
Ericka Selfridge (3) 

Josh Terza (2) 
Molly Eckman (1) 

 
 Upper Grades Class 

Liz Fogle (3) 
A.J. Thompson (3) 

Kaylee Martynuska (2) 
Tori Morgan (2) 

 
 The number in parentheses indicates how many perfect attendance months have been achieved. 
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Fellowship Committee Recap 
by Brenda Adelman, Fellowship 

 
Once again, we had a great turnout for our Fall Banquet in October.  We had over 115 people 
and delicious food catered by Ann’s TDR Catering.  Thank you to everyone who helped  
set-up and clean-up.  With all the help, clean-up went very quickly. 
 
I want to also take this time to thank the Fellowship Committee for all of their hard work these 
three years I have been the Fellowship Chair.  I have to say, even though the committee is 
small, they are able to plan three very big functions every year; Easter Breakfast, Picnic and 
Fall Banquet and the occasional “last minute” requests from our incredible Pastor.   
 
Bev, Harry, Joanna, Cris, Sharon, and Vickie are a pleasure to work with, and each have their 
own unique way of helping with each event.  It was also very nice of the Pastor to come to al-
most every one of our meetings even though we mostly talked about food.  Her input was very 
much appreciated. 
 
Since I had such a nice time, I will continue to serve on the committee and help with the 
events in the future.  We are very blessed to have an experienced Chef, Perry Thompson, be 
our Chair during his time on Council.   

Gifts are given in memory of Lee Earnest 
 

  Lee Earnest was a faithful Trinity member who rarely missed a 10:45 a.m. worship 
service. 
 
  When Lee died unexpectedly in November, the members of his family graciously 
requested gifts to Trinity as a way of recognizing his consistent attendance and his service 
as one of our ushers. 
 
  We thank his family for thinking of our church during a time of sadness. We also 
thank the people listed below who made donations in Lee’s memory as of the middle of De-
cember: 
 

 Robert and Amaryllis Caldwell 
Jackie Dodson 

Pat Walls 
Bill and Joann Benson 
Mary Kane and Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Shellenbarger 
Denny and Kristen Malloy 

Theresa Johnsonbaugh and Taylor 
Dave and Debbie Smith 
Tom and Lisa Bradley 
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Each week, we benefit 
from having the bulletins to 
follow the liturgy and to list 
the announcements. We 
also enjoy the sight of 
flowers on the altar area as 
part of our worship.   

Both the bulletins and the 
flowers are sponsored each 
week.  They can be given in 
honor of or in memory of a 
loved one or simply to the 
glory of God.   

To sponsor bulletins or 
flowers, call Patty Bennett 
at 944-4823, or contact the 
church office at 943-3972.  
The Altar flowers are 

$30.00 and bulletins are 
$20.00. Thank You.  

The following dates are 
currently available to 
sponsor bulletins :  

January 22,29 

February 5, 12, 26 

March 11 

June 3 

July 1, 8, 15 

August 12,19 

September 9 

November 11 

December 9, 16  

The following dates are 
currently available to 
sponsor flowers :  
 

February 19 

October 21,28 

TRINITY WOMEN’S RETREAT 
 
If you are thinking about attending the Women's Retreat, April 20-22, 2012 please fill out the form 
below in order for us to know how many for which to plan. This is not a final commitment. You will 
have until April 1, 2012 to decide. Please do not assume that we know you’re going. Please fill out the 
form. Remember that you can come late Friday evening, or early Saturday morning if you cannot 
leave Friday afternoon. The cost will be a bit over $100.00 per person and each person will be respon-
sible for her costs. 
 
NAME________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE_________________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________________________________ 
 
Feel free to bring a friend. If you expect to please check here______________. 
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The dates for 2012 are: 

· January 13 and 27 

· February 10 and 24 
· March 9 and 23 

· April 13 and 27 

· May 11 and 25 
· June 8 and 22 
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Please know that you may add someone to our prayer list at any time by calling the church office or Trudy Lynch (944-7908).  If it is 
appropriate to remove someone from the prayer list, again, please inform the church office or Trudy.  Names of family and friends 
will remain on the prayer list for two weeks.  You may keep someone’s name on the list by calling the church office and giving us a 
brief update so that we can continue to effectively pray for your loved one. 

Anthony 

Linda Boger 

Craig Boore 

Mike Brown 

Nancy Brubaker 

Connie Crusa 

Laura Dolo 

Brian/Beverly and sons Fleck 

Haley Gehret 

Ashley Grassmyer 

Sharon Hale 

Sherri Hammel 

Ann Hanczaryk 

Infant Bradon/family 

Abby Kline  

Bob Kutz 

Terry Leonard 

Terry/Vicky Lynn  

Maddie 

Cameron McCaulley 

Sharon Myers and Family 

Gene Otto 

Emily Pishtey 

Tracy Rzepkowski 

Ramiero Sandoval 

Jessie Shackelfield 

Gail Shantz 

Bobby Taylor 

Joan Wagner 

Lillian Wilkinson 

Anna Jane      
Baughman 

Chris Burda 

Thelma Gampe 

Marian Gosnell 

Connie Kauffman 

Lynn Laich 

Ruth Miller 

Catherine Neason 

Mary Olinyk 

Ann Olson 

Robert Peterman 

Eleanor Ranck 

Robert Roessing 

Richard/Joan Stout 

Sara Taylor 

Joy Woodring 

��������������������������������	����������
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Jim Aungst 

Alexis Battisti 

Tyler Bennett 

Jo Ann Boyd 

Tim Brown 

Lisa Bush 

Doreen Fogle 

Duane Forney 

Patrick Gibbons 

Barb Gosnell 

Pastor John 
Klingeman 

Barb Latchford 

Grace McGraw 

Ray Nycum 

April Shackelford 

Thelma Smith 

Michelle Thompson 

Bert Watchey 

Kim Woodring 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrew Minnoia 
Eric Sweet 

Bring your supplies and your cre-
ativity and join us in Trinity Hall 
on the Friday nights listed above! 

· July 13 and 27 

· August 10 and 24 
· September 14 and 28 

· October 12 and 26 

· November 9 and 30  
· December -None 
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St. Andrew Lutheran preschool, a part of Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Juniata, held a fundraiser to support the Altoona Food Bank.  The  
children learned the important lesson of sharing and that less fortunate 
families may need some help.  These children range in age from 2 to 4 
years old, they were very proud of their accomplishment, even if they all 
didn't fully understand their part in giving.  They thank their parents and 
church congregation for the support they received. 
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                               Trinity Youth: 
 
The youth here at Trinity have been very active over the past few months.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to share with some of what they have been up to. 
 
Youth Troop:  This is the elementary youth group for kids in 1st -  6th grades.  The youth 
troop meets on the first Friday of the month from 6:00pm -7:30pm.  Every month they have a 
different activity, but they always have dinner and either a craft or a game.  In December we 
had a movie night with snacks and pizza.  The average attendance for the youth troop is be-
tween 10 and 15 kids.  Jonnie Fredrick is instrumental in the success of the youth troop not 
only providing adult help, but also coming up with fresh and innovative ideas.  Rob Lloyd has 
gotten on board this year with the puppet ministry which has been a great addition. The youth 
troop is funded by the church budget so if you contribute an offering you are part of this minis-
try.  We also receive snacks from the parents each month.  We are always looking for more 
kids, so if you have an elementary school child think about joining us for fun, food, and fel-
lowship. 
 
 
Jr./Sr. High Youth:  The teenage youth group has been extremely busy lately.  There are sev-
en youth and two adults heading to New Orleans in the summer for the National Youth Gath-
ering so the kids have been spending quite a bit of time with fund raising.  Some of the fund-
raisers included jewelry sales, cook book sales, a Christmas dinner raffle, and there will be 
more to come.  With the fund raising they started last year they have raised approximately 
2500.00 dollars for their trip.  Some of the money raised is also being used for the overall 
youth group expenses.  Again, the church budget helps with this youth group so if you give an 
offering thank you for supporting our youth.  Of course any other donations are greatly appre-
ciated.  It takes a lot to run a youth program. 
 
The Jr./Sr. High youth is not just about raising money, they are also about fun and ser-
vice.  They have served the church in a number of ways among them, painting trinity hall, con-
ducting the youth service in Dec. (including the preaching), helping with the flyer distribution, 
and directing the children's Christmas pageant.  For fun they have had a lock-in, went Christ-
mas caroling, and attempted a haunted house (it got snowed out in Oct.).  They are looking 
forward to more fun, fund raising, and service in the new year. 
 
This youth group would not be possible without many adult helpers especially Meghan Brad-
ley and Doreen Fogle who do the lion's share of the work. 
 
That is just a taste of what the youth of Trinity are up to.  If you would like to help or support 
the youth please let me know. 
 

��������	
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I wish to thank Pastor “Eli” & the 
Congregation at Trinity Lutheran 
Church for the lovely flowers and 
beautiful shawl scarf given to me by 
the Trinity Social Ministry  
Committee. Everyone’s consideration 
and support helped me face my or-
deal. 
Thank you all for caring. 
                                Sincerely 
                                 Jo Ann Boyd  

 
 
 
 
 
 
I  would like to thank all the volunteers who helped 
make 379 lbs. of chocolate covered pretzels. 
I would especially like to thank Linda & Rob Lloyd, 
Chris Daniels and a special thanks to Dana & Bill 
Thompson for their generous donations. 
Finally, I appreciate the support that Trinity members 
showed through their purchases, giving us a profit of 
$1751.13 to repair the stained glass window that  
faces the alley. 
 
          Betty Wilkinson 
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Lectionary Readings for the 
Month of January 

 

January 1, 2012 
SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

Numbers 6:22-27 
Psalm 8  
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:15-21  

January 8, 2012 
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm 29  
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 

January 15, 2012 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 
Psalm 139:1-5,12-17 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51  

January 22, 2012 
 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  

Jonah 3:1-5,10 
Psalm 62:6-14 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20  

January 29, 2012 
 FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Psalm 111 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Mark 1:21-28  
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The next Orbit Deadline is  
Sunday, January 15 th 

 

Please get your article to the 
newsletter in one of the following ways: 

 

· Email your article to: 

orbit@triluth.org  

· Drop your article in the Orbit 
mailbox outside the Christian 
Education office 

· Call the office and dictate your 
article to Brenda or drop it off in the 
office 

 

Please remember:  
  

· All articles will be included as 
long as space permits. 

· Articles will be edited for 
grammar and/or clarity where 
needed. 

· Any article turned in after the 
deadline will be included in the 
next month’s Orbit. 

 
Thank You!  

 

January 2012 

Visit us online at www.triluth.org  


